


 
Green Leaves Imp Hat 

by firefly 
 

  

Materials 
 

1 hank Noro Cash Iroha  
color #100 Green 

 
or  
 

Less than 130 yards of 
similar worsted weight yarn 

 
Size U.S. 7 straight needles  

plus 
Two size U.S. 7 dpns 

 
Gold "coin" buttons or other 

similar items for dangle 
embellishments 

 
Scrap amounts of purple, gold, 

and light green yarn for 
embroidery and other 
embellishing touches 

 
Large tapestry needle 

 

Our dear little Sweet Pea was due to be born today, St. Patrick’s Day.  We all 
thought it was quite an appropriate due date, because Sweet Pea is Irish on 
both her mother’s side (my ancestors) and her father’s. 
 
Being Irish at heart, Sweet Pea is mischievous so she played a prank on us all 
by arriving eleven days early.  She is home, she is lovely, and she is perfect.  
She is a perfect little emerald gem, a treasure to her parents, uncle, 
grandparents, and great-grandparents. 
 
Last October I knew her due date was March 17, so I set out on a mission to 
find some scrumptious emerald green yarn to make her a little something for 
her first St. Patrick’s Day.  That day I bought three different hanks of green 
yarn from two different places: a gorgeous emerald green hank by Noro from 
The Wooly Lamb in (East Aurora, New York) and a hank of hand spun green 
wool from Knox Fiber Farm.  I also bought a hank of Berroco’s Ultra Alpaca in 
a green heather colorway (not sure the exact color name right this moment) 
that same day also at The Wooly Lamb. 
 
For St. Patrick’s Day, I used the Noro to make a special little green hat for the 
wee lass.  I embellished it with gold coins I needle felted and hung from the 
points at the hat top using pieces of the green hand spun yarn from Knox 
Fiber Farm. 
 
I also embroidered a purple flower on the band area of the hat, with a center French knot made of the 
Knox Fiber Farm yarn.  The purple I used to embroider the flower is from some of my leftover stash of 
Berroco’s Ultra Alpaca Lavender Mix colorway from my Lavender Hat and Scarf project. 
 
I used a pattern stitch for this baby hat that forms a pretty, horizontal leaf pattern.  This is an easy stitch 
pattern utilizing only knit and purl stitches, nothing fancy at all and yet the design is quite pretty. 
 
The other touch I added in the embellishments is that I felted a little violet onto one of the gold coins, and 
a clover on another. 
 
This pattern is for an infant/newborn hat.  If you wish to make it for an older baby or child, simply 
increase the number of cast on stitches by multiples of eight (8) to maintain the stitch pattern, and extend 
the length accordingly. 
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Directions for Green Leaves Imp Hat Other Info 
 

Size 
Infant/Newborn 

 
Yardage: 

Less than 130 yards 
 

Gauge:   
5 stitches to the inch  

and 7 rows to the inch 
stockinette stitch 

on Size U.S. 7 needles 
 

Garment Dimensions: 
Approximately  
6.5" across and 
5 to 6 inches tall 

 
 

 
Note:  This hat is knit on straight needles, and then cast off using a three-
needle cast-off (which is why you need two dpns for this project in addition to 
the straight needles). 
 
Cast on 66 stitches using straight needles. 
 
Row 1: Knit. 
 
Row 2: Purl. 
 
Rows 3 through 8: Repeat Rows 1 and 2. 
 
Rows 9 through 11: Knit. 
 
Repeat Rows 1 through 11 once more for a total of 22 rows. 
 
Row 23: Purl. 
 
Row 24: K1, *K4, P4*; repeat from * to * across row to 
within last stitch; K1, turn. 

 
Close-up of stitch detail. 

 
Row 25: K4, *P4, K4"; repeat from * to * to within last 
6 stitches; P4, K2, turn. 
 
Row 26:  P3, *K4, P4*; repeat from * to * to within last 
7 stitches; K4, P3, turn. 
 
Row 27:  K2, *P4, K4*; repeat from * to * across row, 
turn. 
 
Rows 28, 29, 30: Repeat Rows 25, 26, and 27. 
 
Row 31: K1, *P4, K4*; repeat from * to * to within last 
stitch, K1, turn. 
 
Row 32:  Knit. 
 
Row 33: Purl. 
 
Rows 34 through 41: Repeat Rows 32 and 33. 
 
Row 42: Knit. 
 
Set Up for 3-Needle Cast-Off 
 
I wanted to use the cast-off process as a means of making the top, horizontal "seam" for this hat.  In 
order to do that, I divided the stitches up evenly across two dpns and, using a 3-needle method, I cast off 
the two sides (front and back) simultaneously, on the inside with the right sides of the knitted fabric 
facing each other. 
 
However, I also wanted the vertical seam to land in the center back rather than on one side.  In order to 
do this, I slipped some stitches from the left onto one dpn, slipped the middle stitches onto a second dpn, 
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and then slipped the remaining stitches from the right-hand side of the hat onto the first dpn that was 
already holding the left-hand stitches.  Here is what you do: 
 
With first free dpn, slip first 16 stitches off the working needle.  This will be DPN 1. 
 
With second free dpn, slip next 33 stitches off the working needle.  This will be DPN 2. 
 
Turn knitted fabric so that right side of fabric on DPN 1 are facing right side of fabric on DPN 2. 
 
Now slip remaining 17 stitches from working needle onto DPN 1 so that left and right edges of knitted 
fabric meet in the center.  
 
Holding DPN1 and DPN 2 lengthwise against each other, work a 3-needle cast off as follows: 
 
Knit first stitch from DPN 1 and first stitch from DPN 2 together using free straight needle. 
 
Knit next stitch from DPN 1 and next stitch from DPN 2 together.  Slip first knitted stitch from straight 
needle over second knitted stitch.  One stitch has been cast off now, using the 3-needle cast off. 
 
Proceeding in this fashion, cast off all stitches. 
 
Secure yarn tail on inside of hat; trim excess. 
 
Sew center back seam of hat. 
 
Turn hat right side out. 
 
Using scrap of purple yarn and large tapestry needle, embroider one flower with five petals on left front of 
hat (refer to photo for placement). 
 
Using scrap of light green yarn, make a French knot in center of purple flower. 
 
Cut two lengths of light green scrap yarn about eight inches long.  Using large tapestry needle, poke yarn 
through from inside of one top corner of hat to outside and tie in a secure knot.  Use this light green yarn 
to secure your choice of gold "coin" looking dangles (buttons, pompoms, needle felted coins, etc.) to both 
corners of hat with a bow as a decoration. 
 
Secure all yarn tails to inside stitches of hat; trim excess. 
 
The directions above are for a hat that will fit a newborn infant.   If you wish to make your hat larger, use 
the chart below and your knitting gauge to determine how much to adjust the pattern in both width and 
length.  To maintain the stitch pattern, the number of stitches you use needs to be multiples of 8 plus 2. 
 
 

Age 
Head 

Measurement 
Hat 

Circumference Your Gauge 

0-3 months 15 12  
3-6 months 17 13.6  
6-12 months 18.5 14.8  
12-24 months 20.75 16.6  

2-4 years 21.25 17  
4-8 years 22 17.6   

 
 



 

My Green Leaves Imp Hat 
  

 
Date I Started: 

 
Date I Finished: 

 
Who I Made This For: 

 
 
 
 
 

(Paste Photo of Finished Item Here) 

 
Yarn, Needles and Other Details: 

Name: 

Fiber Content: 

Yardage: 

Cost per Skein: 

Gauge: 

Needles: 
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Special Note 

If you like this free pattern, you might also enjoy checking out my full catalog of retail patterns 
online.  You can find them in two places: 

www.ILiveonaFarm.com or http://ILiveonaFarm.Etsy.com 

~firefly 

 

http://www.iliveonafarm.com/knittingpatterns.html
http://iliveonafarm.etsy.com/


 
 
 

Catalog  
of  

Retail Knitting Patterns 
 
 
 

Printed versions and online 
downloads of each of these patterns 

may be purchased online by clicking on  
either of the links below: 

 
 

www.ILiveonaFarm.com 
 

and 
 

http://ILiveonaFarm.etsy.com 
 
 
 

If you haven't already done so, be sure to sign up on my mailing list  
to receive announcements of new patterns as they are released and for occasional  

members-only offers. To sign up, visit this url: 
 

http://www.iliveonafarm.com/contact.html 
 
 
 

Thank you for your interest! 
 
 

http://www.iliveonafarm.com/knittingpatterns.html
http://iliveonafarm.etsy.com/
http://www.iliveonafarm.com/contact.html











